
How to Build Relationships 
One Another Principles 

 
Introduction: 
Each person needs to study, understand and know all of this, not just parts 
of it.  With only part of a topic one has a “holey” theology, not “holy” 
theology.  Psychological quick fixes are just bandaids, not solutions.  
Consider learning these principles as a visit to the Great Physician for 
healing.  You approach to this topic should be:  Pray, Study, Reflect, Act.   
 
Notice the “One Another” principles found in the “How Shall We Live” 
section of the book of Romans.   
Rom 12:5 
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another.  
Rom 12:10 
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in 
honor; (In the sphere of brotherly love, tenderly loving into one another; in the 
sphere of honor giving preference to one another) 
Rom 12:16 
Be of the same mind toward one another; (think the same into one another) 
Rom 13:8 
Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; 
Rom 14:13 
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this —  not 
to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.  
Rom 14:19 
So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one 
another.  
Rom 15:5 
Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be 
of the same mind (think the same into) with one another according to Christ 
Jesus, 
Rom 15:7 
Therefore, accept (PROSLAMBANW) one another, just as Christ also accepted 
us to the glory of God.  
Rom 15:14 
And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to 
admonish one another.  
Rom 16:16 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 
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1. Q. = What do you see as the most important relationship in 

 life?  (Don’t simply seek to answer the questions but to 
 do His will) 
A. = It is our relationship with the Living God.   
       Mark 12:29-31; Matt 22:37-40 

 
Mark 12:29-31 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE 
LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD 
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'  31 "The second 
is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no 
other commandment greater than these."  Matt 22:37-40  37 And He said to him, 
" 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38 "This is the great 
and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  40 "On these two commandments depend 
the whole Law and the Prophets."  
 
2.   Q. = What is the test of our relationship with God? 

A. = It is our love for One Another.  1 John 4:20-21 
20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has 
not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves 
God should love his brother also. 
(John 13:34,35; 15:12,17; Rom 13:8; 1 Thes 3:12; 4:9; 2 Thes 1:3; 1 Pet 1:22; 
1 John 3:11,23; 4:7,11,12; 2 John 1:5) 
 
3. Q. = How does this relationship grow? 
 A. = By living the “Royal Law” that contains an extensive 

list of One Another principles.  Jas 2:8:  Matt 7:12 
Jas 2:8-10  If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, 
"YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well. 9 
But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one 
point, he has become guilty of all.  Matt 7:12 “In everything, therefore, treat 
people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.  
 
4.   Q. = Can this relationship be counterfeited? 
 A. = It can be counterfeited with a hypocritical love that 

“loves” others to manipulate them for personal benefit. 
Rom 12:9 
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A.   These principles will not be easy to live because the world 
system attacks them.  John 15:18 

"If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.   
B.   But we each must stand before our Lord Jesus Christ to give 

an account.  Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10 
Rom 14:10  But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you 
regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat 
of God. 2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what 
he has done, whether good or bad. 

C.   To disregard these principles or not recognize their value 
indicates a love of the world.  1 John 2:15 

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 

D.   The choice is ours:  to stand before Him with confidence or to 
stand before Him in shame.  1 John 2:28 

Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 
 
5. Q. = How do we do this? 
 A. = It requires a Motivation to establish “loving one 

another” as the second greatest priority in life.   
 (Relate to peace, joy, knowledge, recognition, money) 
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6. Q. = What is the Strategy? 
 A. = Learn to align our Thoughts, Speech and Actions with 

God’s will. 
 
Why study the Bible? 
1. Know what to live. 
2. Know if you are living it. 
 
What should you look for in selecting a church? 
One that will focus more on what you need to hear and know than what you 
want to hear and know. 
 
7. Q. = What Kind of Attitudes?  (Loving thoughts) 

A. = Love through Humility.  
(The Summary of One Another Attitudes) 

 (These Principles apply to all relationships) 
 

A. We are to remove arrogance so as to be Humble toward One 
Another.  1 Pet 5:5 

You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward One Another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE 
PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  

1.   The Greek is TAPEINOPHROSUNE which is humbleness 
of mind.                                  

2.   This is the mindset of serving One Another. 
3. The test is removal of arrogance. 

 
B. We are called to recognize that we are Members of One 

Another, meaning that we already have a relationship because 
we are part of Christ’s body. Rom 12:5; Eph 4:25 

Rom 12:5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another.   Eph 4:25   Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK 
TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of One 
Another.   

1.   We have a family relationship, meaning we are on a road 
of uncovering that which we already have, not looking 
for what we don’t.  Gen 2:24-25; 2 Pet 1:2-3 

(Illustration:  you purchase a new car.  It is yours.  You seek to find out what all 
the levers, knobs, buttons etc. do.  You find out that if you push some buttons, 
some things happen that you don’t want to happen.  You study and learn.  The 
same with a marriage.  We come to know what buttons to push.  Some produce 
bad results.  Why do we keep pushing them?) 
  2.   We are all part of Christ's Body.  
(There are really only two bodies now, Christ’s and the rest of mankind.  We are 
actually a part of both.  While we have contact with the other, we are to focus on 
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developing relationships within the Body of Christ.  It begins in the home.  You 
learn to see you spouse as equal but different.) 

3.   The test of this attitude is to speak truth in love to each 
other. 

 
C. We are to Think The Same toward (into) One Another meaning 

that we recognize other people as fellow recipients of God’s 
grace. Rom 12:16; 15:5-6 

Rom 12:16  Be of the same mind toward One Another (lit: thinking the same 
into one another);  Rom 15:5-6  Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with One Another according to 
Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

1.   We recognize others as recipients of God's grace and 
thus do not function arrogantly toward them.  Jas 2:1-4 

         2.   We all are here to glorify God with one voice.  Rom 15:6 
(Illustration:  someone is driving a vehicle that is held together by duct tape, or 
maybe is a “dial-down” of the one you are driving, so judgment occurs, arrogance 
inflates, and that person is held in lower status.  The internal is evaluated by the 
external.  This is coming to see others as the Lord sees all of us.  In marriage, it 
is the same thing.  It is a removal of arrogance through the recognition of our own 
problems.  Gal 5:19-21 Which works of the flesh do you have?  Not which works 
of the flesh is my spouse involved in.) 
  3. The test is an attitude of pouring grace into others. 
 

D. We are to Consider One Another More Important than 
ourselves.  Php 2:3  (Your needs are greater than my wants) 

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 
One Another as more important than yourselves;  
            1.   The example is our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2.   We must view others' needs as more important than our 
wants without question and even at time our own needs, 
rights or privileges. 

3.   The temptations of Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure 
are to be conquered. 

4. The test is the appreciation of the grace given to us. 
 (when we appreciate His grace, we seek to copy Him) 

 
E. We are to Bear with One Another, which means being patient 

with each other.  Eph 4:2; Col 3:13 
Eph 4:2  with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for 
One Another in love, Col 3:13  bearing with One Another,  

1.   The Greek is ANECHOMAI which means to "hold up" 
and thus to endure.  (Your spouse, church) 

             2.   It must be guided by love. 
            3.   The test is patience toward people. 
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F. We are to Submit to One Another, which means that we 

recognize others needs first.  Eph 5:21 
Eph 5:21  and be subject to One Another in the fear of Christ.  

1.   The Greek word is HUPOTASSO which means to "stand 
under."  (It means to arrange your life so as to meet the 
needs of others.  Your spouse, children, church, with the 
same zeal that men usually do their work.) 

            2.   This principle is designed to counter "one-upmanship." 
           3.   The principle is for authorities and subordinates as well. 
 4. The test is an attitude of servanthood to others. 

 
 G. We are to Forgive One Another, just as the Lord forgave us.  
  Col 3:12-13 
Col 3:12-13  So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put 
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; forgiving 
each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave 
you, so also should you.  
            1.   This is to be patterned after the Lord's forgiveness. 
            2.  This is not designed to be easy.  
  3. If it is an invalid complaint, stop it.  If it is a valid   
   complaint deal with it by speaking the truth in love. 

3.   It requires compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience.  Col 3:12 

4.   The test is the attitude of mercy.  1 Cor 13:5 
 (not desiring for others what they deserve.  Deserving of 

death but desiring their salvation) 
 
 H. We are to Eagerly Await One Another which refers to a joy of  
  association with other Believers.  (1 Cor 11:33) 
1 Cor 11:33-34  33 So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait 
for One Another. 34 If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not 
come together for judgment. The remaining matters I will arrange when I come. 

1.   This too involves a lack of one-upmanship and a mutual                            
reverence for God.    

2.   It is a joy of association with other members of the Body 
of Christ.  (The desire must be real to fulfill this principle) 

3. The test is the desire for fellowship with other Believers. 
 

I. We are to Care for One Another which means we are 
concerned for other members of the body of Christ.  1 
Cor 12:25 

1 Cor 12:24-26  But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant 
honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may have the same care for One Another.  
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1.   The Greek word MERIMNA indicates to draw in different 
directions.  Be distracted.  Here it means to be drawn 
away from the worldly viewpoint of caring only for self. 

            2.   It is a concern that unites the Body of Christ. 
  3. The test is compassion. 
 
 J. We are to Consider how to Stimulate One Another to Love and  
  Good Deeds.  This involves thinking about how others may be  
  helped and urging them to action.  Heb 10:24 
Heb 10:24-25  24 and let us consider how to stimulate One Another to love and 
good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging One Another (consider is the “thought process” 
while encourage is the action); and all the more as you see the day drawing 
near.  
            1.   This requires fellowship and encouragement. 
            2.   It is a function of unselfishness. 
  3. The test is an attitude of leadership in love. 
 
8. Q. = What Kind of Speech? 

A. = Encouraging words.   
 (Loving thoughts, encouraging words and actions require 

transformation, which requires becoming selfless). 
 

 A. We are to Confess Our Sins to One Another. This involves the  
  people whom we have wronged and is done to bring peace to  
  relationships that have been harmed.  Jas 5:16 

Therefore, confess your sins to One Another, 
            1.   Sins are a spiritual sickness.  cf. context 

2.   Admission of error is not a sign of weakness but of 
spiritual strength, as an act of humility.  Psa 51 

3.   This passage deals primarily with speech or actions that 
have harmed others. 

            4.   It is designed to reestablish peace. 
            5.   It is wise to accompany it with prayer. 
 

B. We are to Admonish One Another when we see spiritual 
danger approaching.  Rom 15:14 

And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to 
admonish One Another. 

1.   We must be first full of goodness and filled with all 
knowledge. 

            2.   This requires a proper attitude and proper knowledge. 
Matt 18:15-17  

3.   The Greek word is NOUTHETEO and means to put in the 
mind, with emphasis on warning via instruction. 
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4.   Wisdom under the ministry of the Holy Spirit knows 
when the warning is to be harsh or mild. 

 
C. We are to Encourage One Another which involves helping 

others when they are spiritually down.  Rom 1:12; 1 Thes 4:18; 
5:11; Heb 10:25 Cf. Eph 4:15, “speaking the truth in love” 

Rom 1:11-12  For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to 
you, that you may be established; 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together 
with you while among you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine.   
1 Thes 4:18 Therefore comfort One Another with these words.  1 Thes 5:11  
Therefore encourage One Another  Heb 10:24-25  24 and let us consider how to 
stimulate One Another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging One Another; and 
all the more as you see the day drawing near.  

1.   The Greek is PARAKALEO which means to "call 
alongside,” to encourage, comfort or exhort.  It involves 
compassion and urging others to trust God. 

2. Since it is a call to “come alongside,” we must be sure 
that we are on the right path. 

            3.   A prime source is mutual faith.  Rom 1:12 
            4.   It can involve a reminder of our eternal hope. 
                  1 Thes 4:18; 5:11  
 

1.  The Need to Encourage One Another: 
 
A.    Encouragement is important business and we are commanded to 

encourage one another.  Heb 10:25 
1.   Because words have the power to deeply affect people we 

must consider our speech. 
2.   Words can encourage, discourage, or do nothing.  Shallow 

words accomplish little, death words discourage, and life 
words encourage. 

3.   Seek to speak honestly and compassionately so as to 
encourage other Christians to endure and/or adjust. 

This is true not only because the Scripture tells us to think about it, but 
also because it represents the unique value of Christian fellowship.  The 
Christian has the unique distinction of knowing that when he spends time 
with another Christian, they can have an eternally significant impact on 
one another.  Encouragement is the kind of expression that helps 
someone want to be a better Christian, even when life is rough. 

 
B. Christians need one another to grow:  Eph 4:11-16 (Read) 

Some Christians feel as individual believers that they do not need other 
Christians in their lives in order to grow.  This feeling often stems from an 
overreaction to an overreaction whereby some Christians have developed 
an over dependence on other Christians rather than on Jesus Christ.  But 
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the facts are that great portions of the New Testament clearly emphasize 
that Christians do need one another in order to grow spiritually.  We 
actually need the ministry of others in our lives. 

 
C. We are reminded that difficulties along the path of obedience can 

weaken our determination to follow Christ-and therefore we should 
encourage one another.  Heb 3:12-14  

Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart, in falling away from the living God. But encourage one another day after 
day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end; 
 
D.   We are to give serious thought as to how we can encourage one 

another.  Heb 10:19-25 
Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way  which He inaugurated for us through the 
veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let 
us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love 
and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day 
drawing near. 
 
E.    The Objectives of Encouraging (calling alongside) one another. 
 1.   Grow in our Faith.  Heb 10:22 
 2.   Grow in our Hope.  Heb 10:23 
 3.   Grow in our Love.  Heb 10:24 
 
F. The Elements of Encouraging One Another.  
(The setting for encouraging one another is that we meet together; the objectives 
are to develop Faith, Hope and Love and the means are spelled out as well) 

1.   Sincerely Draw Near to God because the problems of the Sin 
Nature and Personal Sins have been taken care of.  Heb 10:22 

2.   Tenaciously hang on to Hope because God is consistently 
faithful to us.  Heb 10:23 

3.   Consider how to stimulate one another to living the Christian 
life.  Heb 10:24 

 
G.   True Encouragement is Spirit driven.  John 14:16-17   
"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be 
with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He 
abides with you, and will be in you. 
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2.   Understanding Encouragement. 
 

A.   Encouragement realizes the power of a well-timed word. 
Prov 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it 
will eat its fruit.  Prov 12:25 Anxiety in the heart of a man weighs it down, but a 
good word makes it glad. Prov 15:4 A soothing tongue is a tree of life, but 
perversion in it crushes the spirit.  Prov 16:24 Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.  Prov 25:11 Like apples of gold in 
settings of silver is a word spoken in right circumstances.  Prov 25:20 Like one 
who takes off a garment on a cold day, or like vinegar on soda, is he who sings 
songs to a troubled heart.   James 3:5-6 So also the tongue is a small part of the 
body, and yet it boasts of great things. Behold, how great a forest is set aflame 
by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue 
is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire 
the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 

1.   Words are important and we must understand that 
encouragement basically involves the careful selection of 
words that are intended to influence another person 
meaningfully toward increased godliness. 

2.   “Shallow” words lack concern or are not truthful, so they do 
not truly desire to bring encouragement to those who hear. 

3.   “Death” words are words that destroy motivation toward 
godliness.  Prov 18:21  Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. 

4.   “Life” words are those that are designed to build and maintain 
motivation toward godliness.  1 Cor 10:31  …whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God. 

 
B.    Shallow Communities are an obstacle to true encouragement. 

1.   When people communicate from behind protective layers that 
are designed to hide personal fears, the result is superficial 
and shallow communication, a Surface Community. 

2.   Surface Community is easily achieved when we don’t listen to 
one another.  James 1:19 

This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to 
speak and slow to anger; 

3.   To get past Surface Community the Core Emotion of Fear must 
be overcome. Gen 3:10 

And he said, "I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I  was afraid because 
I was naked; so I hid myself." 

4.   Our Core Motivation must stay geared toward the Two Key 
Goals. Mark 12:29-31 

Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'Hear, O Israel! The Lord  our God is one 
Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.' "The second is this, 'You 
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shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater 
than these." 

5.   We need to learn the difference between an objective and a 
desire. 
a.   An Objective is a purpose to which a person is committed. 
b.   A Desire is something wanted that cannot be obtained 

without the cooperation of another person. 
c.   Generally speaking, objectives are something that we are to 

"work" toward while desires are things for which we pray. 
d.   It is legitimate to desire personal encouragement, but our 

objective should be to encourage others. 
e.   When our desire to be encouraged is not met, it is difficult to 

maintain our goal to minister to others, but it is possible. 
6.   Our Core Strategy must then become to learn how to live the 

Two Commands, and to pray for the transformation in our own 
lives to do so. 

7.   Pray that the Holy Spirit will make you attentive to others and 
that He will give you the wisdom and strength to become an 
encourager, for it is not an optional part of the Christian life. 

 
C.    We must become open to get past the shallowness, but total 

openness may not be the right solution. 
1.   We need to learn how to get through these layers which 

involves a willingness to risk exposure. 
2.   It is legitimate to desire a relationship in which we feel secure, 

but to share more and more of who we are in the hope that our 
Christian brothers and sisters will accept us has actually 
established invalid goals.  Being open with others does not 
mean to exhibit yourself seeking significance or security, but 
to demonstrate Christ to one another. 

3.   This can lead to depending more on each other than on God 
for the acceptance we desire. 

4.   Sharing yourself should be done in the framework of 
commitment to God for the welfare of another. 

5.   Total Openness can replace Surface Community with a 
Fractured Community that will end in No Community. 

6.   True Personal fulfillment is available only through the 
realization of the extent of God's Love for you. 

 
D.    Total Commitment is the right solution.  Rom 12:10 
 (This is clearly a problem in the U.S.A.) 
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in 
honor;  

1.   This begins with being able to treat people as people, 
specifically being willing to listen to one another and then 
seeking to offer words or actions that encourage. 
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2.   Realize that Protective Layers are designed in part to block out 
words that hurt, but they can also block out words that 
encourage. 

 
E.   Paul instructs us to understand the fears, defenses and needs of 

other people and to become committed, not to sharing ourselves for 
personal glory, but to sharing the Lord by ministering to those 
needs.  Eph 4:29 

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace 
to those who hear. 

1.   This is consistent with Php 2:3-4 and other One Another 
principles/commands. 

2.   But, we may ask the question, "Who will encourage us?"  How 
are we to maintain the objective of ministering to someone 
else when we cry for satisfaction?  Often our encouragement 
will come through encouraging others. 

 
F.    The Character of an Encourager. 
 1.   This involves learning to do what does not come naturally. 
 2.   An Encourager's Motivation must be pure. 1 Cor 4:5 
Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord 
comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose 
the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from 
God. 

3.   If it becomes a goal to impress someone with your caring 
heart, then it is not the true function of an encourager, even 
though the person may not realize your hidden motives and 
still be encouraged. 

4.   Ministry to others should become more important than 
whether or not our desires are met. 

5.   The natural tendency is to become dependent rather than 
dependable. 

6.   You will face times when there is seemingly no one to 
encourage you but God.  Those are good times. Ps 142:1-7 

I cry aloud with my voice to the LORD; I make supplication with my voice to the 
LORD. I pour out my complaint before Him; I declare my trouble before Him. 
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, Thou didst know my path. In the 
way where I walk they have hidden a trap for me. Look to the right and see; for 
there is no one who regards me; there is no escape for me; no one cares for my 
soul. I cried out to Thee, O LORD; I said, "Thou art my refuge, My portion in the 
land of the living. "Give heed to my cry, for I am brought very low; deliver me 
from my persecutors, for they are too strong for me. "Bring my soul out of prison, 
so that I may give thanks to Thy name; the righteous will surround me,  
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7.   We need to maintain our commitment to minister to others 
even when others are severely failing in their ministry to us.  
(Thus you share...) 

 
G.   When do we tell someone else how we feel? 

1.   When you decide to let the Holy Spirit use you to encourage 
others, and you begin to see Him at work in and through you, 
it will probably accentuate your yearnings to receive in kind. 

2.   What should you do when the opportunity arise for you to 
encourage someone who irritates you? 

3.   Realize first, that there are three basic strategies which are 
used for handling emotions: 
a.   Repression which is pretending to be something we are not. 
b.   Indiscriminate Expression which robs people of the 

opportunity to see Christ work through them. 
c.   Acknowledgment with Purposeful Expression which first 

acknowledges our feelings to God, and then discerns when it 
is permissible to express our feelings to others. 

4.   We should express our acknowledged emotions only when 
such emotions will further God's purposes. 

5.   It is legitimate to tell others of your needs and seek their 
encouragement and counsel.  Gal 6:1-2 

6.   By the same token, do not repress your feelings of wanting to 
give up, so that you do not seek help before it is too late. 

 
H.    Of utmost importance is surrender to the Holy Spirit in the area of 

encouraging one another.  Don't wait until it “feels right," or until you 
find "just the right moment."  

   
3.   The Process Of Encouragement: 

 
A.    Recognize first that words that encourage are inspired by love and 

directed toward fear.  (Fear not…)  1 John 4:18 
1.   Words that encourage are prompted by love, not by fear or 

duty; that is, the words spoken should not function as a 
"layer" for the speaker. 

2.   Words that encourage are aimed not at other people's "layers" 
with the intent of rearranging them, but rather at other people's 
hidden fears with the desire to remove or reduce them. 

 3.   The "formula" is "my love to another's fear." 
  (God’s power, through me, to you) 

4.   Encouragement depends on a loving motivation in the 
Encourager as well as wisdom to discern the needs of the 
other person accurately. 
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5.   Words aimed at fear do not necessarily speak openly about 
fear, but they are always spoken by someone who is 
conscious of the other's fear. 

6.   The effect of encouragement is to stimulate the hope that 
solutions exist for every problem, and that seen from an 
eternal perspective, it does make sense. 

7.   Encouragement is not really a technique to be mastered but 
rather it is sensitivity to people and a confidence in God that 
must be nourished and used. 

 8.   Remember 1 John 4:18. 
"There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.  We love, because 
He first loved us." 
 
B.    Words that encourage are prompted by love. 1 Tim 1:5 
 1.   Christianity is Involvement. 

2.   Love is the only true Motivation that will stir us to reach into 
others' lives for the purpose of encouragement. 

3.   It is not natural to react to other people's "layers" with loving 
concern.  Mark 7:21-23 

4.   Until we diagnose and deal with our own "layers", we will not 
fully develop a ministry of encouragement. 

5.   We must overcome our fear of losing something we value and 
enjoy, namely, our comfortable defensive "layers." 

6.   Words motivated by fear have no power to encourage.  Eph 
4:29 

7.   We have to overcome the fear of rejection to be willing to 
encourage.  We must become willing to be hurt and to even 
suffer loss to become an Encourager. 

8.   We must decide to obey God at any cost to be truly and 
completely free from fear. 

 
C.    Encouragement:  The Context for Change.  

1.   Change can take place most easily when Truth (which is the 
person of Jesus Christ) is presented in relationship. 
a.   Deep regard and empathetic concern is the context for 

change. 
b.   It creates an atmosphere in which the truth of God can be 

heard non-defensively and thus penetrate more deeply. 
c.   A focus on relationship without an equally consistent focus 

on truth results in Undirected Involvement. 
d.   A focus on truth without a discerning awareness of people's 

hunger for relationship may only crowd people into a 
legalistic box. 
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e.   Behavior may change, but the inward reality will likely be a 
pressured conformity with no experience of liberty and the 
love of Christ. 

      f.   Relationship without truth leads to shallow sentimentality. 
g.   Truth without relationship generates pressure, then friction, 

and eventually disillusionment or pride. 
h.   Relationship cuts holes through defensive layers by reducing 

the core fear, thereby opening people up to truth. 
 2.   Truth to a congregation without Encouragement. 

a.   When people listen from behind "layers" they will not be fully 
moved by truth. 

  b.   Layered people are predisposed to maintain some degree of 
   personal comfort. 

c.   When an unencouraged person listens to the truth of God, 
either the Biblical principles will not completely pierce his 
layers or they will strengthen his fears and thus thicken his 
layers.  

 3.   Truth to an Encouraged Congregation: 
  a.   An Encourager must recognize that his primary purpose is to 
   reduce fear, not to change layers. 

b.   We must learn to put into words the identification of fear to 
the fearful person. 

c.   The words must also communicate genuine acceptance of 
the other person as valuable, even though sometimes 
wrong. 

      d.   There is exposure without rejection. 
 
D.    Opportunities for Encouragement: Heb 10:24-25 

1.   Meeting together with fellow Christians is intended to provide 
us with opportunities to meaningfully encourage one another.   

2.   Opportunities for encouragement will go unrecognized unless 
we consciously choose to minister to people as we talk to 
them. 
a.   We need to seek to replace selfish thoughts with selfless 

thoughts. 
b.   We tend either to manipulation for our own self-

enhancement, or ministry for the glory of God and the well-
being of others. 

3.   Encouragement occurs most effectively when opportunities 
are seized rather than created. 

4.   We must seek to listen beneath the words, and recognize that 
not every sentence is communicating a disguised need. 

5.   A sensitive listener uses words that convey an interest in 
hearing more.  This will open doors because it sends out a 
dual message: 

      a.   I am interested in whatever you have to say. 
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      b.   I will accept you regardless of what you say. 
6.    Words that close doors convey a lack of sensitive interest, 

which also carry a hint of criticism that threatens rejection. 
 
E.    Responding to Opportunities:  Eph 4:29 

1.   Many times we fail to respond due to fear of not knowing what 
to say. 

2.   There is not a list of phrases to memorize.  Encouragement is 
not a technique, but an attitude that views others as valuable 
with a commitment to treat them accordingly. 

 3.   There are some principles to keep in mind: 
a.   The central function of a "layer" is to protect.  To come out 

from behind a layer means losing some manner of protection 
and exposing oneself to rejection. 

b.   Indifference, criticism, irritation, impatience, sarcasm, 
withdrawal and disapproval are but a few ways to reject 
someone. 

c.   Part of the strength of encouragement lies in its 
communication of acceptance. 

 4.   Understanding is sometimes better than giving advice. 
a.   When people make known to us a concern, most people 

immediately feel pressure to solve the other person's 
problems.  Often that pressure is self-imposed. 

b.   A person who shares a problem is not always looking for a 
solution.  They simply want to know if someone cares. 

c.   Lost people need direction.  Blind people need enlightening.  
Stubborn people need prodding.  Scared people need 
patient understanding. 

d.   Advice without understanding is not usually helpful.  Quick 
advice usually communicates disrespect and disinterest and 
may actually come from the advisor's "layers." 

e.   Quiet interest/listening, sensitive questions, clarifying inquiry 
and discerning restatement are a few ways to promote and 
convey understanding. 

5.   The more precise the understanding, the more encouraging 
can be the words. 
a.   Encouragers must not only provide for exposure without 

rejection and seek to sensitively understand what a person is 
saying but they must also speak words that promote 
awareness of a person's value. 

b.   The Bible teaches that people are unique in that we bear the 
Image of God, so we are capable of entering into 
relationships of Love and engaging in activities with 
meaning. 

c.   People need relationship and meaning, love and purpose 
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d.   People need the security of enjoying a love that cannot be 
lost and the significance of pursuing activities with eternal 
consequence. 

e.   The essential fears that are locked into the core of fallen 
mankind are the fears of Insecurity and Insignificance. 

f.   Understanding these fears will help you penetrate the 
"layers" that others have built up. 

g.   So part of encouragement is to let people know that they 
have made an impact in other people's lives. 

 
F.    "Techniques of Encouragement" 

1.   To be a truly encouraging person, we must overcome the 
tendency to manipulate and also our own "layers." 

2.   There is a fine line between concern and control and it is 
difficult to recognize.  Manipulation can look like ministry. 

3.   Manipulation is a "layer" that tends to use either "blustering 
bravado" or "assertive avoidance." 

 4.   The Mindset of an Encourager: 
a.   Encouragement requires involvement in the lives of other 

people, a sacrificial giving that refuses to consider the cost of 
the gift. 

b.   The Encourager must be "slow to speak."  Prov 12:18; 13:3; 
17:27-28; 18:13; 29:20; Js 1:19 

      c.   The Encourager must be sensitive to personal speech. 
d. The Encourager must be gentle with personal speech.  Prov 

15:1; 26:21 
 5.   Responses that inhibit encouragement: 
      a.   Defensive or explanatory words. 
      b.   Quick apologies. 
      c.   Attacking and cutting remarks. 
      d.   Corrections. 
      e.   Quick advice. 

6.   Encouragement is not simply a matter of acquiring a new set 
of skills.  It is the fruit of a self-examined heart and a 
compassionate, discerning sensitivity to the needs of others.  
It does require the development of some communication skills, 
but most of all it involves the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

7.   People who encourage attend to their own nonverbal 
messages and they seek to make the necessary changes. 

      a.   Squarely face the person. 
      b.   Openly face the person. 
      c.   Lean forward. 
      d.   Eye contact. 
      e.   Relax. 
 8.   Some verbal suggestions: 
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a.   Reflection looks back to the speaker seeking the real 
problem that requires attention. 

      b.   Clarification-checks out what the speaker meant. 
     c.   Exploring-seeks more information. 
      d.   Interaction. 
 9.   Then we should offer Biblical remedies. 

10.   Notice that the Encourager is one who promotes Faith, Hope 
and Love. 

 
4.   The Local Church: A Restoring Community 

 
A. The joy of restoration lies less in the work of restoration than in the 

awareness of participation in the project. 
 
B.  God wants people who consider it their main privilege and   
 responsibility to obey and worship Him.  1 Cor 10:31 
 
C.    The work of restoration is designed to help people who are basically 

self-centered, unbelieving and fearful to become thoroughly Christ-
centered. 

 
D.    Churches must seek to develop a balance in the value and 

importance of worship, teaching, fellowship and evangelism. 
 
E.    Counseling is basically the application of Biblical Truth found in the 

person of Jesus Christ to individual lives. 
 
F. Counseling should include: Encouragement (keep doing it), 

Exhortation (do it) and Enlightenment (how you keep doing it).  
 
 
9. Q. = What Kind of Actions?   

A. = Love through Actions that Build Up. 
 
A. We are to Build Up One Another which involves 

encouragement and instruction to others.  Rom 14:19; 1 Thes 
5:11  (Find the good and build on it.  Be a loving coach) 

Rom 14:19 So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building 
up of One Another. 1 Thes 5:11 build up One Another,  

1.   This involves not placing non-essential stumbling 
blocks before people. 

2.   It also involves mutually building spiritual sobriety and 
alertness.   

 
B. We should have Fellowship with One Another.  1 John 1:7 
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but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with 
One Another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  
            1.   This involves a mutual walking in the light. 
            2.   This also involves a physical fellowship. 
 
 C. We are to Accept One Another, just as Christ accepted us as  
  creatures in need of His grace. Rom 15:7 
Therefore, accept One Another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of 
God.  

1. The Greek word is PROSLAMBANO which means to 
“take to your face” signifying a special interest on the 
part of the receiver. 

2.   The qualifier is "just as Christ accepted us to the glory 
of God." 

3.   We are not to try to impose legalisms or opinions on 
each other. 

(This is the next step of “think the same into one another.”  This one says to take 
a special interest in the other one.  In a marriage it is getting your spouse’s 
opinions and not standing in judgment of them). 
 

D. We are to be Devoted to One Another which means that we are 
to develop a tender affection for each other that includes 
commitment to the well being of others. Rom 12:10 

Be  devoted to One Another in brotherly love; 
1.   The Greek word is PHILOSTORGOS (1X) which is 

natural tender affection as in a family. 
2. It means to care not simply to tolerate. 

            3.   It is to be without hypocrisy.  Rom 12:9a 
           4.   It is to be via brotherly love.  

 
 E. We are to Honor One Another meaning that we recognize the  
  value of others before God.  Rom 12:10 
Give preference to One Another in honor; 
            1.   To honor is to give weight to. 

           2.   This is done by showing preference. 
            3.   These last two should be characterized by the principles  
                  found in Rom 12:11-13. 
 

F. We are to Greet One Another with a “holy kiss.” This means to 
acknowledge the presence of a person in a way that 
appreciates their value to God.  Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20;  2 
Cor 13:12; 1 Pet 5:14 

Rom 16:16 Greet One Another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet 
you. 1 Cor 16:20 All the brethren greet you. Greet One Another with a holy kiss.  
2 Cor 13:12 Greet One Another with a holy kiss. 13  All the saints greet you.  1 
Pet 5:14 Greet One Another with a kiss of love. 
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            1.   The Greek word is ASPADZOMAI which means to salute. 
            2.   It should be done in a culturally acceptable form. 
 

G. We are to Serve One Another which is illustrated by the 
washing of another’s feet.  John 13:14; Gal 5:13 

John 13:14 "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash One Another's feet.  Gal 5:13 For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve One Another. 
            1.   The prime example is washing One Another's feet. 
            2.   A bondslave to the Lord is a bondslave to others. 
            3.   It has the prerequisites of vertical and horizontal love. 
 

H. We are to Bear the Burdens of One Another which means to 
help them deal with sin in their life.  Gal 6:2 

Gal 6:1-4 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are 
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to 
yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2 Bear One Another's burdens, and 
thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself.  

1.   This involves restoration to fellowship of a Believer.   
 cf. Gal 6:1 
2.   The motives must be right and we must seek wisdom as 

to the form. 
3.   We must beware of losing our own fellowship from an 

attitude of self-righteousness or arrogance. 
 

I. We are to Be at Peace with One Another .  This means that we 
are not to stir up trouble with our actions or opinions.  Mark 
9:50 

Mark 9:49-50 "For everyone will be salted with fire.  50 "Salt is good; but if the 
salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty again?  Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with One Another." 
            1.   It is part of our function as the "salt of the earth." 
            2.   It should extend, as possible, to all. Rom 12:18-21 
            3.   This requires flexibility on non-essentials and fairness  
   in all our speech and actions. 
  4. This would include unsound doctrine or seeking to turn  
   secondary doctrines into primary doctrines, such as the  
   mode of Baptism. 
            5.   It will be a result of fulfilling the other principles. 
 
 J. We are to Pray for One Another.  Jas 5:16 
Pray for One Another so that you may be healed. 
  1.   This should be both personal and corporate. 



 21

2.   We are not to pray from a position of self-righteousness 
but with each one looking to himself. 

 
 K. We are to Seek Good for One Another meaning that we desire  
  each person to have a closer relationship with God. 1Thes 5:15 
See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which 
is good for One Another and for all people.  
            1.   This specifically excludes vengeance.  Rom 12:19-21 

2.   Good desires each person to have a closer relationship 
with God. 

 
L. We are to Be Kind to One Another which involves the removal 

of bitterness, anger and a desire to harm others. Eph 4:32 
Be kind to One Another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ also has forgiven you 

1.   This involves a lack of bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, 
slander and malice.  cf. 4:31  

2.   It is a joy of association with other members of the body 
of Christ. 

 
M. We are to Recognize One Another’s Service. We should not 

serve  for the purpose of man’s recognition, but honor within 
God’s family recognizes each others’ service.  Luke 7:32 

Luke 7:32-35  32 "They are like children who sit in the market place and call to 
One Another, and they say, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.'  33 "For John the Baptist has come 
eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, 'He has a demon!'  34 "The 
Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous 
man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!'  35 "Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by all her children."  

1.   Christ's analogy refers to when one party serves and the 
one served does not respond. 

            2.   The cosmos attacks the service. 
 

N. We are to Show Hospitality to One Another.  This means that 
we should welcome strangers into our assemblies.  1 Pet 4:9 

Be hospitable to One Another without complaint.  
            1.    Complaining is not showing true hospitality. 

2.   The Greek is PHILOZENOS which means a love of 
strangers. 

            3.   Thus it involves welcoming others into the assembly. 
 

O. Seeking Truth with One Another.  Mark 4:41; Luke 8:25; 2:15; 
4:35-37; 24:13-16; 24:17,32; John 4:31-33; 16:17,19; Acts 26:30-
32 
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Mark 4:41 They became very much afraid and said to One Another, "Who then 
is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?" Luke 8:25  And He said to 
them, "Where is your faith?" They were fearful and amazed, saying to One 
Another, "Who then is this, that He commands even the winds and the water, 
and they obey Him?"  Luke 2:15  When the angels had gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds began saying to One Another, "Let us go straight to 
Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made 
known to us." Luke 4:35-37  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet and come 
out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him down in the midst of the 
people, he came out of him without doing him any harm. 36 And amazement 
came upon them all, and they began talking with One Another saying, "What is 
this message? For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits 
and they come out." 37 And the report about Him was spreading into every 
locality in the surrounding district.   Luke 24:13-16  And behold, two of them 
were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each other about all these 
things which had taken place. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
Himself approached and began traveling with them. Luke 24:17  And He said to 
them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with One Another as you 
are walking?" Luke 24:32  They said to One Another, "Were not our hearts 
burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was 
explaining the Scriptures to us?" John 4:31-33  31 Meanwhile the disciples were 
urging Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 32 But He said to them, "I have food to eat that 
you do not know about."  33 So the disciples were saying to One Another, "No 
one brought Him anything to eat, did he?" John 16:17  Some of His disciples 
then said to One Another, "What is this thing He is telling us, ' A little while, and 
you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me'; and, 'because I 
go to the Father'?"  John 16:19  Jesus knew that they wished to question Him, 
and He said to them, "Are you deliberating together about this, that I said, 'A 
little while, and you will not see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me'?  
Acts 26:30-32  The king stood up and the governor and Bernice, and those who 
were sitting with them, 31 and when they had gone aside, they began talking to 
One Another, saying, "This man is not doing anything worthy of death or 
imprisonment." 32 And Agrippa said to Festus, "This man might have been set 
free if he had not appealed to Caesar." 
 

P. Spiritual Farewell’s to One Another.  Acts 21:5 
When our days there were ended, we left and started on our journey, while they 
all, with wives and children, escorted us until we were out of the city. After 
kneeling down on the beach and praying, we said farewell to One Another. 
 
10. Q. = What kind of Attitudes harm or destroy relationships? 
 A. = Those which are not humble and thus arrogant. 
 

A. A Lack of Salvation.  Matt 25:32-33 
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32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from 
One Another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;  33 and He 
will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 
 
      B.   Rejecting the gospel.  Acts 28:25 cf. Gal 1:6-8 
Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe. 
25 And when they did not agree with One Another, they began leaving after 
Paul had spoken one parting word,  
 

C. The Flesh controlling one’s life.  Gal 5:17 
For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for 
these are in opposition to One Another, 
 

D.   Sinful Sexual Lust.  Rom 1:27 
and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman 
and burned in their desire toward One Another, men with men committing 
indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.  
            1.   This involves sexual lust of any illegitimate kind. 
            2.    Immorality will destroy associations. 
 

E.   Hatred of others.  Matt 24:10; Titus 3:3-4 
Matt 24:10 "At that time many will fall away and will betray One Another and 
hate One Another.  Titus 3:3-4  For we also once were foolish ourselves, 
disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life 
in malice and envy, hateful, hating One Another.  
             1.   This is the opposite of loving One Another. 
            2.   It is a characteristic of unbelievers.  Titus 3:3 
 

F.   Wrongful Judging.  Acts 28:4; Rom 14:13 
Acts 28:4   When the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they 
began saying to One Another, "Undoubtedly this man is a murderer, and though 
he has been saved from the sea, justice has not allowed him to live."  Rom 14:13 
Therefore let us not judge One Another anymore 

1.   This occurs when one automatically attributes a harmful 
event to discipline.  Acts 28:4  

            2.   It involves non-essentials and motives.  Rom 14:13 
 

G.   Elitism.  Mark 9:34; Mark 9:33-34 
They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question 
them, "What were you discussing on the way?"  34 But they kept silent, for on the 
way they had discussed with One Another which of them was the greatest.  
            1.   This is a characteristic of immaturity.  
             2.   Service to others is the issue. 
 

H. Spiritual Scar Tissue.  Rom 2:14-16 
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For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the 
Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the 
work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their 
thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them (excusing one another), 
16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men 
through Christ Jesus.  
 
     I.   Being Inconsiderate.  Luke 12:1 
Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people had gathered 
together that they were stepping on One Another, He began saying to His 
disciples first of all, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” 
            1.   This is simply a lack of manners. 
            2.   It says that my wants are more important than you. 
 
     J.   Seeking glory from man.  John 5:44 
"How can you believe, when you receive glory from One Another and you do not 
seek the glory that is from the one and only God? 
            1.   This involves relationships that get in front of the lord. 
            2.   No physical relationship is to take precedence. 
                  Matt 10:37-39 
 
     K.   Envy.  Gal 5:26 
Let us not become boastful, challenging One Another, envying One Another. 
           1.   This means to desire what another person has. 
           2.   It is an obsessive mental sin that is devastating. 
 

L.   Happiness over the death of the innocent.  Rev  11:10 
And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they 
will send gifts to One Another, because these two prophets tormented those 
who dwell on the earth.  
 
11. Q. = What kind of Speech harms or destroys relationships? 
 A. = That which contradicts the Word of God. 
 

A.   Hostile speech.  Jas 4:11 
Do not speak against One Another, 

1.   The point is not that what is said is false, but the hostile 
intention behind it.     

2.   It involves taking a position that supersedes the 
authority of Christ. 

 
     B.   Bringing false charges against One Another.  Acts 19:38 
"So then, if Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him have a complaint 
against any man, the courts are in session and proconsuls are available; let them 
bring charges against One Another.  
            1.   This happens when there is no real basis for them. 
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                  1 Thes 5:20-21 
2.   This especially applies when secular courts get involved 

in disputes between believers.  Cf. 1 Cor 6 
 

     C.   Devouring One Another.  Gal 5:15 
But if you bite and devour One Another, take care that you are not consumed by 
One Another.  

1.   This involves chewing up the time and/'or resources of 
One Another.  Cf. Matt  23:14;  2 Cor 11:20 

           2.   Balance all things. 
 

D.   Mocking Christ.  Mark 15:31 
In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes, were mocking Him 
among themselves and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself.” 
            1.   This occurred at the crucifixion. 
             2.   Conspiracy to sin by believers accomplishes this.  
                    Heb 6:4-6 cf.  10:26-31 
 

E.   Arguing with One Another.  John 6:52 
When the Jews began to argue with One Another, saying, "How can this man 
give us His flesh to eat?"  

1.   The example indicates a failure to recognize figures of 
speech. 

           2.   An argument usually misses the real point. Cf Gal 5:20 
 

F.  Lying.  Col 3:9 
Do not lie to One Another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 
            1.   It is a function of the sin nature. 
            2.   We are to speak the truth in love.  Eph 4:15 

 
G.   Complaints against others.   Jas 5:9 

Do not complain, brethren, against One Another, so that you yourselves may not 
be judged; behold, 

1.   The word is STENADZW which refers to inner feelings of 
dissatisfaction that become verbal.    

            2.   It denotes a lack of endurance. 
 
     H.  Complaints about God.  Mark 8:16-19 
They began to discuss with One Another the fact that they had no bread. 17 And 
Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you discuss the fact that you have no 
bread? Do you not yet see or understand? Do you have a hardened heart?  18 
"HAVING EYES, DO YOU NOT SEE? AND HAVING EARS, DO YOU NOT 
HEAR? And do you not remember, 19 when I broke the five loaves for the five 
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces you picked up?"  

1.   Our eyes get set on the things below instead of the 
things above.  Cf. Col 3:1  
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2.   The spiritual needs of others should take precedence 
over even our physical needs.  John 4:33 

 
I.    Grumbling with One Another.  John 6:43 

Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves.  44 "No 
one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise 
him up on the last day. 

1.   This is covert activity that attacks divine viewpoint or 
the One Another who spoke it. 

           2.   It frequently involves lack of understanding of the truth. 
 
12. Q. = What kind of Actions harm or destroy relationships? 
 A. = Those which do not build up others. 
 

A.   Murder.  Rev 6:4 
And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to 
take peace from the earth, and that men would slay One Another; and a great 
sword was given to him.  
            1.   This is an extension of hating One Another . 
            2.   Mental and verbal sins apply to this. 
 

B.   Conspiracy to harm others.  Luke 6:11; 23:12; Acts 4:15; Luke 
20:14-17; John 11:56-57 

Luke 6:9-11  And Jesus said to them, "I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do 
harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to destroy it?"  10 After looking around at 
them all, He said to him, "Stretch out your hand!" And he did so; and his hand 
was restored. 11 But they themselves were filled with rage, and discussed 
together what they might do to Jesus. Luke 23:11-12  And Herod with his 
soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking Him, dressed Him in a 
gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. 12 Now Herod and Pilate became 
friends with One Another that very day; for before they had been enemies with 
each other. Acts 4:15-17  But when they had ordered them to leave the Council, 
they began to confer with One Another, 16 saying, "What shall we do with these 
men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is 
apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.  Luke 20:14-17  
"But when the vine-growers saw him, they reasoned with One Another, saying, 
'This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance will be ours.'  15 "So they 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What, then, will the owner of the 
vineyard do to them?  16 "He will come and destroy these vine-growers and will 
give the vineyard to others." When they heard it, they said, “May it never be!" 
John 11:56-57  So they were seeking for Jesus, and were saying to One 
Another as they stood in the temple, "What do you think; that He will not come to 
the feast at all?" 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders 
that if anyone knew where He was, he was to report it, so that they might seize 
Him. 
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1.   Any "conspiracy" should be to combat cosmic 
viewpoint.  Eph 6:12 

            2.   Beware of legalisms. 
 

C.   Injuring others.  Acts 7:26 
"On the following day he appeared to them as they were fighting together, and he 
tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, 'Men, you are brethren, why do you 
injure One Another?' 
            1.   The example is of Moses trying to stop a fight. 
            2.   This could refer to physical or verbal abuse. 
 
     D.  Challenging One Another.  Gal 5:26 
Let us not become boastful, challenging One Another, envying One Another. 

1.   The Greek work is PROKALEOMAI which means to 
challenge to combat or to an athletic contest. 

2.   It seeks to answer the question who is right rather than 
what is right. 

 
E.   Betrayal.  Matt 24: 10 

"At that time many will fall away and will betray One Another and hate One 
Another.  
            1.   This is a characteristic of the last days. 

2.   This involves giving over one person to another who will 
inflict harm. 

 
F.   Marriage partners sexually depriving each other. 1Cor 7:5 

Stop depriving One Another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may 
devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not 
tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 
 

G.   Looking with accusation at One Another.  John 13:22 
The disciples began looking at One Another, at a loss to know of which one He 
was speaking.  
            1.   You can always find faults with someone.  Jude 16  
            2.   We are to remove the log from our own eye first.  

Matt 7:1-5 
 
     H.   Distributing ill-gotten gain.  John 19:24 
24 So they said to One Another, " Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide 
whose it shall be";this was to fulfill the Scripture: "THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER 
GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS."  

1.   The principle applies to fame, fortune, power and 
pleasure. 

            2.   One will usually end up trying to take it all. 
 
     I.   Wrongful separation.  Acts 15:39 cf. 10:26-28 
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39 And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated from One 
Another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus.  

1.   This occurs when One Another party is unforgiving of a 
past mistake and the other party is seeking 
reconciliation. 

            2.   No one is immune from mistakes. 
 
13. Q. = What are the Behavioral markers? 

A. = The qualities of love. 
 
A.   This is AGAPE love which is doing what is right and best even 

if it involves unpleasant feelings. 
           B.   This is the composite of all the other principles. 
 
1 Cor 13:4-8a C.T. 
1 Cor 13:4 The love is patient toward people, the love is kind and is not jealous; 
the love does not brag and is not arrogant,  1 Cor 13:5 does not act sexually 
immoral; it does not seek its own interests, is not provoked to anger, does not 
consider an evil suffered,1 Cor 13:6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but 
rejoices with the truth; 1 Cor 13:7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 1 Cor 13:8a The love never ever fails; 
 
Romans 12:9-21C.T. 
Rom 12:9 The love, without hypocrisy, abhorring the evil, attaching to the good.  
Rom 12:10 (1) In the {the sphere of} brotherly love, tenderly loving into one 
another; (2) in the {the sphere of} honor, giving preference to one another; Rom 
12:11 (3) in {the sphere of} the diligence, not lazy, (4) in {the sphere of} the Spirit, 
fervent, (5) in {the sphere of} the Lord, serving; Rom 12:12 (6) in {the sphere of} 
the hope, rejoicing, (7) in {the sphere of} the tribulation, persevering, (8) in {the 
sphere of} the prayer, devoted, Rom 12:13 (9) in the needs of the saints, 
fellowshipping, (10) in the love of strangers, pursuing. 
 
Rom 12:14 Bless (1C) those who pursue you; bless (2C) and do not curse (3C). 
Rom 12:15 in order to rejoice with those rejoicing and to weep with those 
weeping. Rom 12:16 thinking the same into one another, not thinking the 
arrogant things, but moving along with the humble.  Stop being wise (4C) in your 
own estimation. Rom 12:17 {1D} not paying back evil for evil to anyone, {2D} 
thinking beforehand about the good things in the sight of all men, Rom 12:18 if 
there is power, the {power} out of you, {3D} being at peace with all men. Rom 
12:19 {4D} not taking your own revenge, beloved, but (5C) giving a place for the 
wrath of the Lord, for it is written, “To Me, vengeance, I will repay,” says the Lord. 
Rom 12:20 “But if your enemy is hungry, (6C) feed him, and if he is thirsty, give 
him a drink (7C); for in so doing you will heap burning coats on his head.” Rom 
12:21 (8C) Do not be overcome by evil, but (9C) overcome evil with good. 
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14. Q. = Why is the command to “Love One Another” so 
important? 

 A. = It measures our: 
 

A.  Witness.  John 13:34-35 
"A new commandment I give to you, that you love One Another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love One Another.  "By this all men will know that you 
are My disciples, if you have love for One Another." 
 

B.  Greatness.  John 15:12-14 
 "This is My commandment, that you love One Another, just as I have loved you.  
13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  
14 "You are My friends if you do what I command you. 
 

C.  Obedience.  John 15:17 
"This I command you, that you love One Another.  
 

D.  Character.  (pays a debt).  Rom 13:8 
Owe nothing to anyone except to love One Another;  1 John 4:11 Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love One Another. 
 

E.  Holiness.  1 Thes 3:11-13 
 Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; 
12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for One Another, 
and for all people, just as we also do for you; 13 so that He may establish your 
hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all His saints. 
 

F.  Teachability.  1 Thes 4:9 
Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, 
for you yourselves are taught by God to love One Another;  
 

G.  Growth.  2 Thes 1:3 
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, 
because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward 
One Another grows ever greater;  
 

H.  Passion.  1 Pet 1:22-23 
22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love 
of the brethren, fervently love One Another from the heart, 23 for you have been 
born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 
living and enduring word of God. 
 

I.  Faith.  1 John 3:23 
 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, 
and love One Another, just as He commanded us. 
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J.  Relationship. 1 John 4:7 

Beloved, let us love One Another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God.   
 

K.  Maturity.  1 John 4:12 
No one has seen God at any time; if we love One Another, God abides in us, 
and His love is perfected in us. 
 

L.  Roots.  1 John 3:11-12 
For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should 
love One Another; 2 John 5  Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to 
you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, 
that we love One Another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


